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MOSTPASHIONABLE GIFTS 


“PlayStation” and the “PS” Family Logo are registered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. Console and games sold separately. * PlayStation®2 console is $129.99 MSRP 


Touchscreen, 
ike youve never seen. 


t's what your thumbs have been waiting for. Introducing the 

| BlackBerry® Storm™ smartohone — the first touchscreen from RIM. 
100 ι : Get your web browse on in either landscape or portrait mode. 

Ι Be a social networking superstar with the revolutionary clickable 
touchscreen, And do tt all on Canada’s largest 8G network for a 
quick connection on the go. Like to roam? The BlackBerry Storm 
smartohnone will Keep you connected almost everywhere you travel. 
Thumbs up. The BlackBerry Storm 9530 smartphone, at TELUS 


stores in time for the holiday season. 


Visit telusmobility.com/smartohones for details. 


Play uo a storm 


Have portable speakers, will roll. Pair up 

these speakers with a multimedia-capable 
device, like the BlackBerry Storm smartohone, 
and you'll have big, big Sound wherever you go. 
BlueAnt® M1 Bluetoothe Stereo Speakers, 
$199.99", at TELUS stores. 


f The Stocking Stuffer 


Got someone on your list who talks with their 
hands? Give them full freedom of expression 

with a cool headset, like the Jawbone Bluetoothe 
headset that virtually eliminates all background noise. 
Jawbone Bluetooth® headset, $139.99" & Plantronics 
Discovery 925 Bluetooth® headset, $149.99*. 


*Taxes not included. fEnds December 31, 2008. TELUS mobile music is available on select handsets only in 3G and digital 1X coverage areas. For coverage maps and details, see telusmobility.com/coverage. TELUS, the TELUS 
Research In Motion Limited — used by permission. Bluetooth is a trademark of the Bluetooth Special Interest Group (SIG). All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. © 2008 TELUS. 


IN the know 
& in style 


Stay connected, and look good doing it. Having a smartohone 
from TELUS is like having a fully app-loaded mini computer in eetalaite 
your pocket. Whatever you want this ultimate communication mes mi Terai 
device to do — navigate by touchscreen, access web apps hur’ 

with one touch, update your status, snap & post pics, get Or © Medd wore 
turn-by-turn directions, search trivia, find a restaurant, or play | eee = 7 Colmadar ) 1 
music — there’s one perfect for you. Available in tons of styles pe 
and colours, like the Pink BlackBerry® Pearl™. Right now, when 
you purchase a Pink Pearl, $25 will go to Support Rethink 
Breast Cancer* — so you can look good, and feel good too. 
BlackBerry® Pearl™ 8130, HTC Touch Diamond™ 

& BlackBerry® Curve™ 8330, at TELUS stores. 


i — 
Whether you plan your shopping well in 
advance, or leave ἢ to the last minute, 
these awesome gifts will make It look like 
you put tons of thought into your list. 


for everyone 


Hot Browser 


Function follows fun on the exclusive LG Dare™ phone. Get 
desktop-like web browsing on the large sleek touchscreen. 
Groove to TELUS mobile music. Or shoot pics & videos with 
the 3.2 megapixel camera with flash, video capture, autofocus 
and facial recognition to send to friends or post online instantly. 
The LG Dare™, only at TELUS stores. 


ae Plc Nery Γ΄. "5:1. 


Picture Pertect 


Holiday magic captured, now print it instantly. The 
| Ἐν new, portable Bluetoothe printer is the perfect partner 
"Δ." to the new LG Dare™, Polaroid PoGo™ Instant 

i Mobile Printer, $149.99". 


— TELUS 


the future Is friendly 


logo and the future Is friendly are trademarks of TELUS Corporation. The BlackBerry smartphone and RIM families of related marks, images and symbols are the exclusive properties of and trademarks of or registered trademarks of 
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DECEMBER 2008 VOLUME 


THE SPIRIT MOVES HER >> Scarlett Johansson puts her sultry looks to good use portraying the 
mysterious Silken Floss in director Frank Miller’s adaptation of the film noir comic strip [he Spirit. 
The film’s titular hero, The Spirit (Gabriel Macht), is a masked detective, but make no mistake, this 
special effects-laden flick is fuelled by high-octane girl power, which is why Johansson, and co-star 
Eva Mendes, wanted in on the action ® By Bob Strauss 
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DOWN TO THE WIRES 26 

Our last-minute Holiday Gift 
Guide has oodles of ideas for 
everyone on your list 

e By Marni Weisz 


FLIGHT OF THE VALKYRIE 36 
Tom Cruise tells you why 
Christmas Is the perfect 

time for a Nazi thriller 

e By Marni Weisz 


DAZED AND CONFUSED 38 
Rachel Weisz plays a complete 
oddball in the comedic caper 
flick The Brothers Bloom. And 
this Oscar-winning actor is 

big enough to admit she was 
puzzled about how to play 

such an eccentric role 

e By Marni Weisz 


SPACE CADET 42 

Call it divine typecasting: 
Keanu Reeves as an alien. The 
enigmatic star plays Spaceman 
Klaatu in the remake of 

The Day the Earth Stood Still. 
Funny thing Is, he doesn't get 
why he's so perfect for the part 
e By Bob Strauss 
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CLINT EASTWOOD 


TORONTO EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENT DECEMBER 
COMING SOON TO THEATRES EVERYWHERE 


WWW.THEGRANTORINO.COM 


YES WE CAN (ADA)! 


I’d like to use this space to welcome our cover girl 
Scarlett Johansson to Canada. 


Now, I know, you haven’t moved here, Scarlett. And marrying a Canadian — actor Ryan Reynolds 
— doesn’t even mean you have Canadian citizenship. But it is a good first step. Here are some reasons 
we think you might want to go all the way and become a full-fledged Canuck. 
¢ It will make it easier for you to get bit parts in movies shot in Canada. You see, films shot here get 

tax credits for hiring Canadians. That’s why you see so many unknown Canadian actors playing 

“girl on bus,” “gossipy woman” or “man at party” in big American movies. You could be “girl on bus.” 
* Our young stars are very well behaved. Sarah Polley made it all the way from child star to award- 

winning director without ever getting out of a car sans underwear. 

¢ We work words like “sans” into regular conversation. 

¢ Ten years ago Canadian Atom Egoyan was nominated for a Best Director Oscar for 
The Sweet Hereafter. It’s true. We’re still talking about it. 

¢ We have our own version of the Oscars. It’s called the Geminis. 

No, wait, the Junos. No, the Genies. Yes, the Genies. 

9 Lots of directors and producers you'd like to work with are from here and — we’re not supposed 
to tell you this, but — they will give you preferential treatment if you’re Canadian. They include 
Norman Jewison, Lorne Michaels, David Cronenberg and Pamela Anderson. (What? She produced 
episodes of V.I.P, Stacked and Pam: Girl on the Loose.) 

¢ Our men are hot. Not just your Ryan, but even some of our non-actors have managed to snag big- 
time celebrity partners. There’s French-Canadian model Gabriel Aubry, Halle Berry’s baby-daddy. 
And no-name David Furnish is married to Elton John. Oh yeah, gay marriage has been legal here 
for years. We don’t know for sure, but have a feeling you voted against Prop 8. Didn’t all celebrities? 

¢ We really liked Ghost World. 

Speaking of your comic book-based movies, on page 48 we have “Fanboys’ Dream,” an interview 
with you, Scarlett, and your co-star Eva Mendes about your second foray into the genre. This time, 
the film is The Spirit, about a cop who returns from the dead to fight crime. (Oh yeah, we have much 
better gun control.) 

Keanu Reeves is Canadian. And in “Space Man,” page 42, he tells us about playing an alien in the 
remake of The Day the Earth Stood Still. But don’t worry, we also asked him about hockey. 

On page 38 we have part one of my interview with Tom Cruise (who lived in Ottawa from age nine 
to 11) about his World War II pic Valkyrie. Pick up the January issue for the rest of the interview. 

If you’re still working on your holiday shopping check out our Holiday Gift Guide on page 26 — 
five pages of fantastic ideas, from host gifts to stocking stuffers to toys. 

And while we’re on that topic, Happy Holidays dear readers, from everyone here at Famous. 
Meee 

Marni Weisz, editor 
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TOM CRUISE 


VALKYRIE 


FROM THE DIRECTOR OF THE USUAL SUSPECTS ano X-MEN 


BASED ON THE INCREDIBLE TRUE STORY 


MANY SAW EVIL. 
THEY DARED TO STOP IT. 


View the trailer and exclusive content at www.valkyrie.unitedartists.com 


AN 
ZAC EFRON 
VANESSA HUDGENS 
SALMA HAYEK 
COURTENEY COX 
DEMI MOORE 
BILLY BOB THORNTON 
ROBERT DOWNEY JR. 
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1 So that’s what those are for. 
Salma Hayek's baby gir! 
Valentina finds a comfy place to 
take a nap during a break on the 
set of TV's 30 Rock. Mama was in 
New York filming a guest spot. 


[5] PHOTO BY TOM MEINELT-JACKSON LEE 


2 Hmm...how ‘bout that? 
Sometimes actors really 

do perform their own stunts. 
We thought it was just something 
they said in interviews. 
Robert Downey Jr. takes a leap 
from a (first-storey) window 
while shooting Guy Ritchie’s 
Sherlock Holmes in London. 


[5] PHOTO BY BIG PICTURES UK/KEYSTONE 


3 We usually shy away from 
running shots of celebs 

frolicking on the beach. They're 
So intrusive...and kinda creepy. 
But we're pretty sure HSM 3 
lovebirds Vanessa Hudgens and 
Zac Efron were in on this shoot as 
there were dozens of frames of 
them smiling and walking toward 
the photog on this Hawaiian 
beach. If you think Efron’s pants 
are hanging low in the front, you 
should see them from the rear. 


[5] PHOTO BY STARSURF/SPLASH/KEYSTONE 


4 Billy Bob Thornton gets 

behind the drums ata 
benefit for the Country Music Hall 
of Fame in New York. Thornton 
started his showbiz career asa 
musician, and who can forget his 
2001 ballad “Angelina” written 
for then-wife Angelina Jolie. 
Seriously, has anyone managed 
to forget it? Tell us how. 


[5] PHOTO BY SCOTT GRIES/GETTY 


5 We never realized how 
much Courteney Cox and 

Demi Moore looked alike until 
they pushed their heads together 
at the L.A. premiere of Glamour 
Reel Moments, a collection of 
short films based on stories 
written by Glamour magazine 
readers and directed by famous 
peeps, including these two ladies. 


[5] PHOTO BY STARMAX/KEYSTONE 
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It takes a kennel to make a movie like Marley 
Plus, the Wrath of God on the auction block 


4 


¥ 
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DOGS 


Imagine being a 
casting agent 
saddled with the job 
of finding dozens of 
look-alike actors to 
play the same role in 
a movie. That was the 
dilemma facing the 
producers of this 
month's holiday flick 
Marley & Me, except instead of 


searching for human performers, 


they needed to find scores of 
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HOW MANY 
OES 


yellow Labradors to play the 


film’s titular Marley. 

The film (based on the best- 
selling book by John Grogan] 
stars Jennifer Aniston (pictured 
above ] and Owen Wilson as 
newlyweds who adopt Marley 
and watch him grow into what 
they lovingly call “the worst 
dog in the world.” 

More than two dozen dogs 
play Marley in the film — from 
puppyhood to old age — 8η6 85 


Nis 


Breathe deeply. Now sit back in your 10-way 
power adjustable driver's seat. ake hold of 
the walnut and leather-trimmed steering wheel. 
Press the push-button start to engage the 
efficient 272-hp dual VVT-i engine. Hear that? 


It’s a little voice telling you to pursue the moment. 


Visit lexus.ca or call a > today. 


lexus.ca 


& Me. 


GET IN TOUCH WITH YOUR 
INNER PERFECTIONIST. - 
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Artifa 
THIS MONTH 
FILM >> WRATI 


Aniston told the L.A. Times, they 
were rewarded for misbehaving, 
which included ripping up her 
Sweater on her first day shooting. 
Most of the dogs were 
supplied by professional animal 
trainers. However, one dog 
named Rudy (who plays a senior 
Marley}, was a Lab Rescue Dog 
who was living in a foster home 
in Florida when he was cast. He Is 
back living in the foster home, 
but he now has an agent. —IR 


WELL-EQUIPPED FROM 


539900" 


*MSRP for 2009 ES 350 (BJ46GT-A). Freight & PDI ($1,895), license, insurance, 


registration, applicable taxes, levies and fees are extra. Dealer may sell for less. 


THE PURSUIT OF PERFECTION. 
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all it the revenge of 
skinny jeans, white suits 
and leg warmers. 


Hollywood is raiding its 
closet to cash in on the 
worldwide popularity of movie 
musicals, a trend that hit 
home in Tinseltown when 
Mamma Mia! passed Grease as 
the highest-grossing movie 
musical of all-time earlier this 
year (the ABBA-inspired 
musical has earned more than 


= 


Γι: 
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$560-million U.S. worldwide). 

So what oldies-but-goodies is 
Hollywood bringing back fora 
second turn on the dance floor? 
First up is the remake of Fame, 
due September 2009. Like the 
original 1980 version, this 
remake stars mostly lesser- 
known performers. 

That won't be the case when 
all-world heartthrob Zac Efron 
steps into Kevin Bacon’s shoes 
as feisty teen Ren McCormack 


A big dance number 
from the original Fame 
Inset: Ascene from the 
upcoming remake 


in the brand new Footloose, 
which is currently in pre- 
production. 

And perhaps the strangest 
musical second-take is the yet- 
to-be confirmed re-imagining of 
the disco classic Saturday Night 
Fever, with Orlando Bloom and 
Keira Knightley tapped to play 
the dancing couple. Since they 
certainly aren’t from Brooklyn, 
the remake would be set ina 
small English town. —IR 


ON 
HOME 


FILMS SHOOTING 
ACROSS CANADA 
THIS MONTH 


Halle Berryjsix 


Vancouver until the middle of 
December, wrapping up her 
latest film, Frankie and Alice, 
which has been filming here 
since the end of October. The 
movie's about a woman witha 
multiple-personality disorder 
and Berry plays both title 
characters (get it?]. The story is 
complicated by the fact that, 
despite being African-American, 
one of Frankie/Alice’s 
personalities is a racist. 

The indie is being directed by 
Geoffrey Sax, who has some 
experience working in 
Vancouver, having shot 2005's 
White Noise here. And Berry gets 
a producer's credit, her first ona 
feature film. 

Berry’s been spending a lot of 
time on Canuck soil of late. A few 
months ago she bought a house 
in St. Hippolyte, Quebec, so that 
she, her baby daughter Nahla 
and boyfriend, Montreal-raised 
model Gabriel Aubrey, can be 
closer to his parents. —MW 
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© 2008 MHF ZWEITE ACADEMY FILM GMBH & CO. KG. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. MARVEL, THE PUNISHER AND ALL MARVEL CHARACTER NAMES AND DISTINCTIVE LIKENESSES THEREOF TM 
© 2008 MARVEL CHARACTERS, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. DISTRIBUTED IN CANADA BY MAPLE PICTURES. www.maplepictures.com 
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mmanuelle Chriqui says you should 

come to New York for the holidays. Not to stay with her, 

you understand. Although the Montreal-born, Toronto- 

raised actor splits her time between LA and NYC, even she 

doesn’t have a place in the Big Apple. When she’s there — 

as she is on the day of this phone interview — she flops 

with pals. “Ihave so many friends here that it’s pretty easy,” she says. 

It’s just that New York is so pretty this time of year. “It’s not as crazy 

as it usually is, it’s kind of magical,” Chriqui says. “It’s surreal because 

the hustle and bustle just kind of goes away, everything’s lit up, it’s 
snowing. You sort of feel like New York City is yours for the day.” 

Truth is, the 31-year-old favourite of lads mags and Sexiest Women 

lists hasn’t even decided how she’ll spend the end of the year. Growing 

up as an observant Jew in Ontario, even Hannukah wasn’t a huge deal. 

“It’s more of a commercial holiday than anything else,” she says. 
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But Chriqui has a lot to celebrate as 2008 draws to a close. Her role 
on TV’s Entourage continues, she starred opposite Adam Sandler in 
You Don’t Mess With the Zohan, and this month plays Adrien Brody’s 
wife in Cadillac Records, a Muddy Waters bio-pic, which — for 
some reason — is only scheduled to open south of the border. 

“Gosh, I had a great 2008,” says Chriqui. “Just doing You Don’t 
Mess With the Zohan was incredible. Working with Adam Sandler 
was amazing on every level, working with such a genius.” 

Adam Sandler a genius? Perhaps in France. Which, coincidentally, 
is where the bilingual Chriqui just signed with an agent in the 
hopes of making French films. “You know, Zohan was such a big 
success both domestically and internationally,” she says, “if ever 
there was atime to go and embark on that journey it would be now.” 
{{{Π|{Π||ΠΠ||||||{Π|||||||||||{{|||||Π||{|{Π||ΠΠ|||||||{|||Π||Π||||{|||||1||Π||Π||||ΠΠ|Π||Π||{Π|ΠΠ|{{1Π|{ΠΠ|{|Π|||{ΠΠ|{ΠΠ|{ΠΠ|||{| 
Marni Weisz 
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FOR MEN 


The PHILIPS NIVEA FOR MEN shaver can make all the difference to your skin. With built-in NIVEA FOR MEN moisturizer, 
it soothes the skin, protects against irritation and keeps it looking healthy. So, you won't just see the difference it 
makes to you and your skin, you'll feel the difference - upgrade yourself now. 
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ἱΐ - μ΄ δ΄ ΕΞ | Frost/Nixon 


Director Ron Howard adapts 
Peter Morgan's acclaimed 
play about the series of TV 
interviews British talk show 
host David Frost (Michael 
Sheen] did with former 

U.S. President Richard Nixon 
(Frank Langella) in 1977, 

in which the wily Frost (who 
paid Nixon’s appearance fee 
out of his own pocket] 
pushes Nixon's buttons and 
gets him to discuss his role 
in the Watergate scandal. 
Kevin Bacon steps in as 
Jack Brennan, Nixon’s chief 
of staff who negotiates 

the extremely tricky 
interview process. 


| 
mm Frank Langella as Richard “Tricky Dick” Nixon in Frost/Nixon 


Punisher: War Zone 

One of Marvel Comics’ most 
violent “heroes” is Frank 

“The Punisher” Castle (Ray 
Stevenson], who makes it his job 
to take out bad guys. He wipes 
out most of New York’s mafia, but 2 
leaves one disfigured mobster : 4 
alive, who then recruits an entire 

army to punish The Punisher. 


Adam’s Wall 


This Canadian drama about 
a young Montreal couple — 
Jewish Adam (Jesse Aaron 
Dwyre]} and Lebanese Yasmine 
(Flavia Bechara) — gets a 
limited release in Toronto this 
month. You've probably already 
guessed where the tension 
comes from in this difficult 
love story. The ages-old distrust 
between their cultures and the 
raging conflict inthe Middle East: 
means that Adam and Yasmine’s — ‘— 
families are less than thrilled ᾿ : 
with the union. Ξ Ray Stevenson wipes out the baddies in The Punisher ἐδ 
continued >: F 


18 FAMOUS» DECEMBER 2008 


GABRIEL-MACHT 1s 


DIRECTED BY FRANK MILLER - THE CREATOR OF SIV C/TY AND 300 
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Doubt stars Meryl Streep as the stern Sister Aloysius 


Doubt 


John Patrick Shanley gets the 
chance to direct a stellar cast in 
the film adaptation of his own 
Pulitzer Prize-winning play set 
inside a Bronx parochial school, 
circa 1964. Meryl Streep 

plays the cold-hearted nun 
Sister Aloysius, who accuses the 
forward-thinking Father Flynn 
(Philip Seymour Hoffman) of 
molesting the school’s only 
black student (Joseph Foster]. 
Flynn denies the charges, 

and caught in the middle is 
Sister James (Amy Adams}, who 
doesn't know who to believe. 


19 


december 
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Delgo 

This animated fantasy film is set 
in a world where two races — the 
earthbound Lockni and the 
winged Nohrin — dislike one 
another. So when Delgo (voiced 
by Freddie Prinze Jr.), a Lockni 
teenager, befriends the Nohrin 


princess (Jennifer Love Hewitt], 


there’s bound to be trouble. 
Work on this Romeo and Juliet- 
inspired tale started — we 

kid you not — in 1998, 

and features the voice of 
Anne Bancroft (who passed 
away in 2005) as the evil 
Empress Sedessa. 


Mighty mouse: Despereaux (Matthew Broderick) saves the day in The Tale of Despereaux 


Nothing Like the 
Holidays 

The Rodriguez clan reunites 
over Christmas when son Jesse 
(Freddy Rodriguez) returns 
home from serving overseas. 
However, the family isn’t pleased 
when eldest son Mauricio 

(John Leguizamo} brings home 
his high-powered executive wife 
(Debra Messing]. 


The Reader 


Based on law professor 
Bernhard Schlink’s novel, this 
post-WW Il drama is set in’50s 
Germany and stars Kate Winslet 
as Hanna, a 36-year-old tram 
conductor who begins an affair 
with 15-year-old Michael. Flash- 
forward eight years to when law 
Student Michael attends a war 
crimes trial and recognizes 
Hanna as one of the defendants. 


Nothing Like the Holidays 


She Is revealed to be a former 
concentration camp guard 
who allowed Jewish women 
and children to die, and years 
later Michael (Ralph Fiennes) 
longs to understand how the 
woman he once loved could 
be capable of such atrocities. 


The Day the 

Earth Stood Still 

This remake of the 1951 sci-fi 
classic cast Keanu Reeves as 
Klaatu, an alien who lands on 
Earth accompanied by 
destructive robot Gort. Klaatu’s 
mission is to decide whether 
humankind deserves to 
survive, and it’s up to Klaatu’s 
unofficial tour guide, Helen 
Benson (Jennifer Connelly], 
to convince him to spare the 
planet. See Keanu Reeves 
interview, page 42. 


The Tale of Despereaux 
Swashbuckling mouse 
Despereaux (voiced by 
Matthew Broderick] proves 
his heart is as big as his ears 
when he sets out to save the 
kidnapped Princess Pea 
(Emma Watson] in this 
animated adventure. 


Seven Pounds 


Will Smith reunites with his 


Pursuit of Happyness director 
Gabriele Muccino to tell this 
continued > 
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. + ᾿- | : story about a guilt-ridden 


SS νον re ? man (Smith) who sets out 


a »- ἡ to change the lives of seven 
"νὰ . τ" f ὙΨ' worthy strangers. ( | ) ) f \ | NG] ‘R. 
A Jim Carrey, whose last non- 


animated pic ( The Number 23) 
came out almost two years 
ago, returns to the big screen 
with this comedy about a 
fellow (Carrey) who thinks his 
negative attitude is keeping 
him down, so decides he will 
i : = § say yes” to every opportunity, 
Jim Carrey (left) tries to stay positive in Yes Man ~~ so nomatter how far-fetched, 

Ι SC tthat comes his way. 


This inspirational sports pic 
recalls the true story of Louisiana 
basketball coach Al Collins 
(Forest Whitaker), who 
assembles a team of high school 
players displaced after Hurricane 
Katrina and leads them all the 
way to the state championship. 


When taking care of his young 
niece and nephew, Skeeter 
(Adam Sandler] realizes the 
bedtime stories he tells the kids 
the night before come true the 
next day. However, he soon 
learns he has no control over 
what comes true, that power 
belongs with the young ‘uns. 


Dog lovers are thrown a bone with 
this adaptation of John Grogan’s 
bestseller about life with his 
incorrigible yellow lab, Marley. 
Grogan (Owen Wilson) and his 
wife Jenny (Jennifer Aniston } 
adopt Marley the pup shortly 
after marrying, and he proves 
to be neurotic, virtually 
untrainable, but also fiercely 
loyal and loving. And as the 
Grogan clan grows, so does 
Marley's place in the family, right : 
up until his inevitable decline. : Adam Sandler takes a gumball shower in Bedtime Stories 
continued 
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SPECIAL, 


iit | ὩῸἹἸΠΗὴῚ } 1111] 


= The Curious Case of 


--- - : on the Big 
— | Benjamin Button 


Screen 


999 


Tom Cruise as Colonel Claus von Stauffenberg in Valkyrie 


Valkyrie 

Tom Cruise plays real-life Colonel 
Claus von Stauffenberg, a 
German officer who helped 
engineer a plot to assassinate 
Adolf Hitler. Needless to say the 
plan wasn't successful, but von 


The Wrestler’s Randy “The Ram” Robinson (Mickey Rourke 


Stauffenberg and his German 
military cohorts (played in the 
film by Kenneth Branagh, 
Eddie Izzard, Bill Nighy and 
Terence Stamp) are revered as 
heroes today. See Tom Cruise 
interview, page 38. 


Judging by the trailer it looks 

as If director David Fincher 
solved the technical problems 
associated with adapting 

Ε Scott Fitzgerald's short story 
about Benjamin Button 

(Brad Pitt), who’s born as awee 
old man and ages in reverse. 

At the heart of this epic, Oscar- 
baiting pic is the tragic romance 
between Benjamin and Daisy 
(Cate Blanchett], lovers 
destined to share only a brief 
moment of bliss before Benjamin 
grows too young for her, and she 
grows too old for him. 


The Spirit 

Merry Christmas fanboys! 

This holiday season you get an 
eyeful of Scarlett Johansson in 
leather, Eva Mendes in lingerie, 
and other desirable dames 
showcased ina digitally 
recreated film-noir world. 
Director Frank Miller (co-director 
of Sin City) adapts Will Eisner's 
cult comic series from the 40 
and ’5Qs about The Spirit 
(Gabriel Macht), a back-from- 
the-dead cop who takes on evil 
genius The Octopus (Samuel L. 
Jackson). But The Spirit’s path to 
the bad guy is blocked by a bevy 
of femme fatales — Johansson, 
Mendes, Paz Vega, Jaime King 
and Stana Katic — who want to 
both help, and hinder, our hero. 
See Scarlett Johansson and 
Eva Mendes interview, 

page 48. 


The Wrestler 

Nicolas Cage was approached 
to play the lead role of a washed- 
up pro wrestler in director 
Darren Aronofsky’s indie pic, but 
he graciously pulled out when 
Aronofsky stated he wanted 
Mickey Rourke for the part — 
and now Rourke Is earning 
career-best reviews for his 

turn. Rourke plays Randy 


WWE-PAY-PER-VIEW 
ARMAGEDDON 
Sun., Dec. 14: 
Brawlers from Raw, 
SmackDown and ECW 
shuffle off to Buffalo’s 
HSBC Arena for their 
annual end-of-year bash. 


NATIONAL BALLET 
OF CANADA 
THE NUTCRACKER 
Live: Sat., Dec. 13, 


METROPOLITAN 
OPERA 
DR. ATOMIC (ADAMS} 
Encore: Sat., Dec. 6, 
1 p.m. ET 
THAIS (MASSENET} 
Live: Sat., Dec. 20, 


PARTICIPATING THEATRES 
AND TO BUY TICKETS. 


Waltz With Bashir 


Ari Folman was an Israeli 
solder who participated in the 
1982 invasion of Lebanon. 
However, he has no memory 
of the event, so searches out 
those who were there with 
him to help him unblock his 
memories. Folman uses vivid, 
comic-book style animation 
to tell his story. 


“The Ram” Robinson, a 
battered warrior fighting in 
brutal, low-level matches so he 
can earn another shot at the 
big cards. Evan Rachel Wood 
appears as Rourke's estranged 
daughter, while Marisa Tomei 
plays his stripper girlfriend in 
this movie that gets a limited 
release this month but opens 
wider in January. 


Get your movie info, celebrity scoops, in-depth interviews, 
fashion spreads and columns every month! 


YOUR MOVIE 


FILM FEST 
TEST 


BILL MAHER 
TAKES ON GOD 1" 


BOND | MOORE &MCKELLAR FF 
IS BACK "BLINDNESS | 


wwe go on ili j CAROLINE 
Quantum of Solace with Ξ : , DHAVERNAS 


DAN ia gl agate 
Crary 


»] » ROBERT DOWNEY JR. ΒΟ JENNIFER GARNER AND BILL MURRAY 


THE ECLECTIC 
CAREER OF 


FRANCO 


᾿ Meet the 


ο΄.“ 
ν 


᾿ς, SNAPS: ANGELINA JOLIE, KATE WINSLET, PETER SARSGAARD, KRISTIN SCOTT THOMAS 


THE COEN 
BROTHERS 

MAKE A 
DOOFUS OF 


RAD 


fF iio o δ΄ 
INSIDE: THE SCOOP ON THE MUST-SEE MOVIES COMING OUT BEFORE NEW YEAR’S 


DON’T MISS AN 


ISSUE 
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Canada............... $31.50 ($30 +6sT) 
U.S ccasaceru $45.00 


card# _ 


C) CHEQUE 
Other Countries............... $55.00 


C) VISA 


expiry date | 


name — 
address city 


province __ postal code 


phone number _ 


Please send subscription orders to 
Famous magazine, 102 Atlantic Ave., Suite 100, Toronto, Ontario, M6K 1X9 


chia 


Stop fretting about all the holiday er τὰν you have yet to do. 
A quick spin through our Holiday Gift Gui 
more ideas than you could possibly need 


ot ΙΝ Ν Beek 
. so πὰ τ 


ἐ The chocolate connoisseur 
will appreciate this sampler 
of 


($25, grocery stores], 
which includes favourites 
like ginger, cherry and 
butterscotch. 


Wanna bring your St eee: & 


something sweet but fear 
they've already overdosed 
on candy and chocolate? 
LUSH has tons of tasty 
concoctions that are calorie- 
free. We recommend the 

($10, 
LUSH], which comes pre- 
packaged with a Chocolate 
Santa Bath Bomb and Honey 
| Washed the Kids soap. 
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Show up to a party with 
this all-in-one 

($13, Indigo and Chapters] 
and, if you’re lucky, your 
host will decide to cook up 
the gooey old-style treats 
before the end of the night. 


TTECT 


e will give you 


For those parties where a bottle ------- 
of wine Is too stuffy, arrive with 
this vintage-inspired 


($28, LCBO stores in Ontario, 
Liquor Depot in Alberta, 
Ssteamwhistle.ca everywhere 
else], which comes packaged 
with two bottles of 
Steam Whistle Pilsner. 


($25, liquor 
stores] celebrates its 40th 
anniversary with this special 
blend of cabernet, shiraz and 
merlot, andcomesina festive 
retro gift box ready for giving. -" 


continued 


AT EB GAMES @@ 
GAMESTOP 4 
AND GET ONE#S 
OF THESE FI 
GAMES FREE: 


° 

i 
_ 
-_— 


614872-0 


606321-8 


Visit www.ebgames.ca 
for a store location 
near you! 


With over 320 locations and 
the best selection of games of 
any Canadian retailer, we are 
sure to have the gifts that you 
are looking for! 


£— 


Blu-ray Disc 


GAMES Game 


PLAYS THA TIO’r. = 
εἶς. 


TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS ARE NOT THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EB GAMES CANADA. PRICES AND AVAILABILITY SUBJECT TO CHANGE. WHILE SUPPLIES LAST. PRICES AND PRODUCT IN EFFECT NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 13, 2008. 


SEE SALES ASSOCIATE FOR COMPLETE DETAILS. © 2008 EB GAMES CANADA. “PlayStation”, “PLAYSTATION” and the “PS” Family logo are registered trademarks of Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. 
LIMIT 1 PER CUSTOMER. NO DEALERS PLEASE. At time of printing, all products are expected to be available. Used product excluded. Free game offer valued up to $69.99. Collector's Editions are excluded. 


rnin tt titi 


» C)- Aportion of the proceeds from 
every ($10, 
$15 or $25, Cineplex theatres] 
will be donated to the 

Starlight Starbright Foundation, 
which helps sick children and 
their families 
cope with their F. 
illnesses. Fi 


Glisten like an angel 
(instead of sparkling 
like a 16-year-old] with 
the fine, subtle glitter in ' Alittle bit of bling for your shoes? 
That's right, the 
($15, LeBootique.com) clips 

onto your shoe. Great for freshening 
moisturizing formula [it’s Ce up last year’s footwear, or making a 
loaded withsoyaoiland ." - Simple pair of heels a little fancier for 
beeswax] smells divine. -” — a big night out. 


($20, | 
The Body Shop). Plus, the NY 


νυνυνυνυνννυνυνυννυνυνυνυνυνυνυνυνυνυνυνυνυνυυυυυνυυυνυυνυνυυυυυυυυνυσυνυνυνυνυνυνυυυυνυνυνυνυυνν ιν. reer rere rere rer rer rere errr rer re rec rr reer rer rereererrerrerrrrerrerrerrrrrrrr re ΝΥ... TOPO ere rer rrr rr rrerre rrr rer rer rere rrr ere rrr rrr rrr rrr reer errr rrr rrr rer terre rer errr errr rrr reer errr rrr reer errr rrr rrr rer rer 


Like wrapping your feet in a «= ce 
duvet. These 

($50, Eddie Bauer) are stuffed 
with 700-fill-power goose 
down and have suede 
Soles for traction. 


oe The colourful stripes on 
these ($10, 
H&M) and ($25, H&M) 
brighten up the dullest 


winter coat. Ε 
Ε 
Swatch has j | C] τὐτορτήμινι ) , 
the O laine Collec Ὶ Ἴ Also Available 
(Swatch stores and kiosks] The Mummy Trilogy 


— 22 stylish watches, each 
paying homage to a different 


Includes All 
3 Mummy Movies! - 


ὮΝ There are two problems with jogging in winter. 


eo 8s @ ® ΟΦ ». © om = i αὶ ἘΠῚ 


One: It’s cold. Two: Those 10 pounds you added Bond villain. Shown here from 

to your backside over the holidays make you left to right are the timepieces “. ὑπ οι 

feel self-conscious in tights. Enter | inspired by Quantum of Solace’s τ ὋΝ ii L EAS Ds. Th q AB 8 ι} Γ ΓΗ Γ L) RA G ON 
($90, Mountain Equipment Dominic Greene ($135), Dr. No's Py: P FertrT rrr Ar 

Co-op} — tights with a built-in skirt to cover your Dr. No ($165] and GoldenEye's DV D.¢ Py, ἴω BL RA γ΄. μ | JFRF ia. 

problem areas and add extra warmth. Xenia Onatopp ($300). continued = | — 


28 FAMOUS» DECEMBER 2008 


Ce MM a : 5 7 ἢ. 
TECH 


el 


GREATEST HITS 
| VOLUME 1 


Retro? Futuristic? Sony Ericsson’s ‘ τ 
MBS-100 Portable Bluetooth Speaker | , 
($120, sonyericsson.ca/shop ) is both. | 
Plus, this portable sphere of wireless, 
music-playing kitsch has a built-in 
rechargeable battery. 


The Flip Ultra ($160, Wal-Mart] 
is a stylish little camcorder that 
has a USB arm that flips out, so 
you can connect it directly to 
your computer and instantly 
launch the built-in software. 
Comes in black, white, pink, 
orange and green. 


WITH OVER 18 MILLION ALBUMS SOLD WORLD WIDE, RASCAL FLATTS 
RELEASE THEIR FIRST GREATEST HITS PACKAGE. 


16 SONGS FEATURING SEVEN #1 HITS INCLUDING: 
WHAT HURTS THE MOST, PRAYIN’ FOR DAYLIGHT 
& LIFE IS A HIGHWAY. 


At only 4 cm wide, the Samsung 52 : ,  BlackBerry’s hottest 

Pebble ($50, Future Shop) is an Ἶ = smartphone — new for the 

MP3 player like no other. Available in holidays — is the 

five colours — black, white, red, a ~ we , BlackBerry Storm 9530 

green and purple — it can , , (price to be determined, TELUS 

be worn on achain - | 1h locations}. The first BlackBerry 
aroundthenecklike αὶ | y : 7 with touch-screen technology, the 
a pendant, but still , — ——— Storm has a 3.25” screen that 

has 2GB of i offers ἃ virtual QWERTY or 
memory for 13 —_— SureType Keyboard, depending on 
hours of Β ᾿ J Ν᾿ the device's orientation. 

playback. 


The new album includes 
the #1 hits “All | Wanna Do” 
and “Already Gone” 


What could possibly make this chair worth $12,500? Nope, 

it’s not going to massage your spinal column like a Swedish 

strongman. It’sthe = _ (d-box.com for 

retailers], and it’s programmed to move, shake and sway in 

time with some of your favourite movies. From a subtle bump 

as you go over a pothole to a massive shudder as your 

favourite superhero brings a speeding jet to a halt, D-Box 

programmers have already created codes for more than 800 

films, including Die Hard, Independence Day and Jumper. continued 


Deluxe edition includes 
5 bonus tracks and links to 
exclusive video downloads. 


AVAILABLE NOW 
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The Godfather 
Collection: 
The Coppola 


Restoration 
Blu-ray 


genius. Features include the 2001 legally cleared 
Commentary by Francis Ford Coppola; The 
Emulsional Rescue - Revealing the Godfather; 
When The Shooting Stopped; and Four Short 
Films on the Godfather and much more! 


Band of The James Bond The Mummy Trilogy Planet Earth: 
Brothers Collection Blu-ray The Complete 
Blu-ray available December 16 Series Blu-ray 


Η Ὶ PLAY@ TONE [33 


TM,® ἃ Copyright © 2008 by Paramount Pictures. All Rights Reserved. HBO®, HBO Logo are service marks of Home Box Office, Inc. Distributed by Warner Bros. Entertainment 
Inc. 007 Gun Logo © 1962-2008 Danjaq, LLC and United Artists Corporation. JAMES BOND, 007, 007 Gun Logo and all other James Bond related trademarks TM Danjaq, 
LLC. © 2008 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios Inc. All Rights Reserved. Distributed by Twentieth Century Fox Home Entertainment LLC. “Twentieth Century Fox,” “Fox,” and their 
associated logos are the property of Twentieth θην Fox Film Corporation and are used under license. ©2008 Home Box Office Inc. and ©2008 Warner Bros. Entertainment 
Inc. All rights reserved. © 2008 Twentieth Centuryg™ox Home Entertainment, Inc. All Rights Reserved. “Twentieth Century Fox,” “Fox” and their associated logos are property of 
Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation. THE MATRim, characters, names, and related indicia are trademarks of and © 2008 Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. All rights reserved. 
© 2008 Universal Studios. All Rights Reserved..© 4908 BBC Video and Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. All rights reserved. 


) 


Thr33 Ringz 


With Thr33 Ringz, T-Pain is set to show everyone that he is the Ring Leader and he’s 
bringing a few of his friends along for the ride. The release of Thr33 Ringz is led by the 
first single, “Can't Believe It,” featuring superstar rapper Lil Wayne. 


Urban Behaviour... 6 Bangin’ aloums to bring 


Freedom 
Featuring “Right Now 
(Na Na Na)” Ἢ 


The Ultimate 
Matrix Collection 
Blu-ray 


Renaissance 
Featuring “Gettin’ Up” 


Kardinal Offishall | 


Not 4 Sale 
“Numba 1 (Tide Is 
High)” ft. Keri Hilson 


Young Jeezy 


Paper Trail Recession 
᾿ς Includes “Vacation” and 
= “Put On” ft. Kanye West 


iiinii»htt 


It’s kind of like Guitar Hero, but 
with movies. The brand-new 

Xbox 360 title 
($70, gaming 
retailers) uses the Xbox LIVE 
Vision camera to record players as 
they act out scenes, which are then 
placed into short films 
highlighting the talent — or lack 
thereof — of participants. 


O hess ($200, toy 


stores] is no wee pup. 

; The lifelike robot dog is 

4 " the size of a full-grown 
" golden retriever and 
can doa lot of the same 

ro tricks. He obeys six 
i different voice commands, 
including “sit,” “give a 

¢ paw” and “lie down” 
ἃ, and can also bark, 
blink, wag his tail and 
move his head and ears. 


Know someone who's late to the Mad Men party ? : 
Bring them up to speed on the show everyone's 
talking about — and that the Emmy Awards deemed 
the year’s Outstanding Drama Series — with the 

($50, video stores). 
Bonus materials capitalize on the show’s stylish 
Setting, a 1960s ad agency, including interviews with 
Mad Men's creative designers, a photo gallery, and 
featurette on Mad Men music. 
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One touch of a button on : 


($50, toy stores] 
reveals twin projectile missiles 
and turns the vehicle into a 
launcher ready for battle. 


($19, 
record stores] twins artists like 
Anne Murray (“Silver Bells”) 
and Carrie Underwood (“I'll Be 
Home for Christmas” } with 
The King’s classic vocals. 


Αἴ a certain point this 
season everyone will have had 


enough of Christmas carols. That’s when you 


pop the 


2-disc set ($37, video stores] 


into the DVD player and instantly wash 
“Jingle Bells” away with the addictive refrains of 


5.» Girl,” ids ha and “Honey, Honey.” 


a Colbert Christinas . 


OME aie has f 


Just add snow. PC Home's Do It Yourself» 
($10, select Loblaws 

stores] comes with everything you 

need to turn a mound of frozen water y 

into a cheery friend, including felt 4 


loads of fuzzy buttons. 


hat, scarf, plush carrot nose and 4 


λείου 


= ShaunWhite 


The newly updated PSP-3000 ἘΠῚ = uN ὦ O W Ny OAR L IN G 
a better LCD screen with anti-reflection 
technology and the ability to depict more 
colours than ever. It’s being packaged as 
part of the 


($200, gaming 
retailers], which includes the classic 
Ratchet & Clank game, a National Treasure 2: 
Book of Secrets UMD video, and a voucher 
to download the puzzle-game echochrome. 


Sure, 

($23, video stores) aired on TV 
at the end of November, but not with all 
the bonus materials you'll get with this 
DVD — a book-burning Yule log, video 
advent calendar and alternate endings. 
Plus, a portion of proceeds goes to 
Feeding America. 


Tis the season for Snowboarding — on the | 
pipe or in your living room. Olympic gold 
medallist Shaun White is the manwhen it 
comes to big air, and he’s put his name behind 
the slick ($40 to 
$60 an on platform, gaming retailers). 


ΕΔ a a] iy Ao — 
ει ΜΝ ΠῚ δὰ 
οἷν ΓΝ Pit ἢ Τὰ 
we wat UW π᾿ : 
ἕω. ἴω ἢ 
Ϊ 


. & 


pe | 
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Tony Bennett got some help from The Count Basie ἢ 
Big Band to record ($19, record 
stores], which features old faves like “I'll Be Home for 
Christmas,” “Silver Bells” and “O Christmas Tree.” 
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ΠΕ ΚΕΤΕΝ ΣΌΣ 
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ἡ Ὁ ἘΆΡΕΣ ΕΕΕΡΕΕΙΙ 
ἀκ χὰ ἀν δ beh ἡ ἢ kab bhe κὰν ᾿ Ι wr ee ᾿ οὖς ὅς ἣν ΝΒ 
ΥΥΎ ΣΎ ἩΥΣ ἘΣ ῊΣΥΥΥΉΎΣ ΑΎ ΣΕ ΥΥΥΜΥΥ ΕΝ 
SB tal ake ἀρ iat  ὡλ Hain Mir ici ΒΡ Aha Wi tla il ὧδε ἀπ ΓΑΡΊΕΕΝΙ ‘ih kD hah be ih a ho 
ἀν | 
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whiibvabvaneoe eho id ἜΣΟΙΤΟ, 
’ | i rt γηηη γ᾽ Ls iia A 2 eta 
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t’s atragic, true story about Nazis, a plot to kill Hitler and, another dictator. “Stauffenberg understood the micro and the 1 hh eho ὦ RADAR RB 4% 
as star Tom Cruise puts it, “the most horrific crimes toward macro,” says Cruise. “He knew that you couldn’t just kill Hitler reg ora ae | ' 
humanity.” And yet Valkyrie is opening on Christmas Day. because you had Himmler, Goebbels and Goring. There is this TULLE bah ἢ τ kek eh ἫΝ ΤῊ 
Perhaps not the traditional way to spend the most philosophy, and people would follow the government. They swore Se eee ὦ ἐκ εν τ ott 
wonderful day of the year, but in an exclusive interview this oath to Hitler.” ran (ἡ ὦ ety ἐξ tet ai ον ἐν cet 4h 
with Famous, Cruise — who also executive produced the There’s another reason it’s not so strange to release this difficult ἘΠῚ 1 try ἐδ te ὧν τ Ge " for den ge at i 
pic for his own studio, United Artists — says you have to film over the holidays. It’s an action pic. Despite the setting and ἐπ᾿ ἐδ διὸ 5 καὶ ΒΡ μα μ᾽ dhe a te ah a al a πὶ ἔῃ ν- “- εἶν ἧς pot | 
. . ; . . ; : λιν aS ee μὶλὦ Εν. rT i 
dig a little deeper. themes, Valkyrie — which was written by Christopher McQuarrie ὦ ὦ ἀν Seo oa Ge Sotprecess ἥτε ᾿ 
“This is a film that we could have released any day because when (The Usual Suspects) and directed by Bryan Singer (The Usual Suspects, ἐπα th ἡ ty ὦ τ pepe year pet. | Foti des ἐπι ἵν ἃ ἣν te my 
you’re talking about an inspiring story and heroism, there really isn’t X-Men, Superman Returns) —is a thriller. With a budget estimated c > ie : ν᾿ . : . - ᾿ . ν᾽ "᾿ rie hea nyt Ei i thy 
a date for it,” Cruise says over the phone from his L.A. home. “Christmas at $95-million (U.S.), the movie is filled with explosions, neatly vay oy * ; ira a τ᾽ " ἣν ; at ot ὦ οἶδ ty ye te Be: % 
is also the biggest time for films, and that’s why we release so many choreographed action scenes and a stylish score. a Ge So ἡ ὅ. dy tye ὌΝ Cy ty ty tty 
movies from a studio perspective. You’ve got lots of screens, people “I make movies, I’m not a documentary filmmaker, and it’s ἀκ ae aE Ῥ mle ἐν steeper 
are going to go to a lot of different movies, and you want to have your storytelling,” says Cruise. “This isn’t a history lesson, even though ; ὁ ae i ᾿ 
film released at a time when audiences are really going.” the film is authentic.” * | Γ᾿... [ 
When Cruise talks about heroism, he’s referring to his character Ultimately, says Cruise, this is entertainment. And if he and the . 
Colonel Claus von Stauffenberg, a German officer who opposed Hitler rest of the filmmakers did their jobs well, even though the audience tr: ley 
and joined with the German Resistance to spearhead an assassination knows that the plot failed, they’ll suspend that knowledge for a : τ tr ν : 
attempt from the inside. Having already lost an eye, his right hand couple of hours and root for the good guys. ot ᾿ Pa κατ" 
and two of the fingers on his left hand during a military operation “They’re still on the edge of their seats,” Cruise says. “You still r 
in North Africa, von Stauffenberg was willing to risk his life and the go on this ride with [von Stauffenberg and his co-conspirators]. It’s ᾿ , ree. 
lives of his wife and children in order to remove Hitler from power. like Apollo 13, Ron Howard’s film. We all know how it’s going to 
“As the war went on he finally realized he had to get inside the high end and yet we’re still on the edge of our seats wondering, ‘Please!’ 
command, come up with this plan,” explains Cruise. “Then, ultimately, And that is storytelling.” ἢ 
he was the one that had the courage to go in with the bomb.” {Π{ΠΠ|Π|||||||||||||{||||{1||||||||Π|||||||1||||1|{1||||1|||{||||1||||||||||{|||||Π|||||1|||{||||1|{||Π|{||||||||1|||1||||||Π|||||Π|||Π||||| 
If successful, the plot would kill the German dictator (played in the Marni Weisz is the editor of Famous. 
movie by David Bamber, best known in North America as smarmy a 
raciwe & 


Mr. Collins from the BBC’s Pride and Prejudice) and turn power over 
to Germany’s Reserve Army rather than simply opening the door for 
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Looking for easy ways to add more fibre to 
your diet? It’s easy with Al/-Bran Buds* 
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foods you already eat each day including 
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Amazingly, it doesn’t take a lot to add a real 
fibre boost. Each 1/3 cup serving of All-Bran Buds* 
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The enigmatic Keanu Reeves shows 
| off his more personable side, posing 
with fans at arecent movie premiere 


CITIZEN ECO-DRIVE. 


Fueled by light, 
It never needs a battery. 


IT’S UNSTOPPABLE. 


Even on the day the earth stands still. 


Ν᾽; Serano THE DAY THE 
Ι 


. 40 Diamonds 
ἢ Mother-of-Pearl Dial 


puts his. | he Day the Earth Stood Still stars Keanu Reeves as 
aloof deme anour and : an alien who takes humanoid form. 
The joke practically writes itself, doesn’t it? 
detached stare Co work ; All together now: Is this typecasting or what? 
playing the alien Klaatu ε After acting in films for half of his 44 years, 
in a remake of The Da 2 Reeves remains enigmatic and otherworldly in 
Ξ many people’s minds. Equal parts goofball, naif I T ) / EN 
the Earth Stood Sti ε and sphinx, Reeves projects ἃ not-of-this-Earth 
BY BOB STRAUSS |: quality that makes you wonder why he hasn’t 


played spacemen more often. 
But in truth, the Canadian actor isn’t so far out. His background 
: may be more exotic than some, and it’s hard, if not impossible, to 
: keep track of the depth and nature of his romantic involvements. 
2 Yet there’s something about his Beirut-born, Toronto-raised, 
: English-Hawaiian-Chinese makeup that lends continued 
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THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL TM & © 2008 TWENTIET 
CENTURY FOX FILM CORPORATION. ALL RIGHTS RESERVE 
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him a universal quality 
mass audiences have 
obviously responded 
to in hits ranging from 
Bill & Ted’s Excellent 
Adventure to Speed to 
The Matrix. 

And when we say 
universal, we don’t mean as in some far-flung part of the galaxy. 
Although, when we asked Reeves about his latest sci-fi spectacle, he 
initially responded a bit like somebody from another planet. 

“It’s a remake of The Day the Earth Stood Still, and 1 play Klaatu,” he 
explains somewhat robotically during an interview in Los Angeles. 
“It’s got Jennifer Connelly, Kathy Bates, Jaden Smith, John Cleese. And 
it’s kind of a reinvention/extension of the original.” 

That’s data we could access ourselves. One of the first serious 
science-fiction movies, Robert Wise’s 1951 classic starred Englishman 
Michael Rennie as the herald of an outer space race who, with the help 
of his super-android Gort, shuts down our world’s power systems so 
that Earthlings might listen, undistracted, to his dire message. 

The new version, directed by Scott Derrickson (The Exorcism of Emily 
Rose), keeps the big ’bot and the basic storyline, but puts a new spin 
on Klaatu’s concerns and, with Reeves in the role, plays up the charac- 
ter’s otherness. As he describes what goes on, the man who mastered 
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Humans greet an alien ship in 
The Day the Earth Stood Still 
Inset: Keanu Reeves as Klaatu 


the Matrix warms up and becomes more idiosyncratically human. 

“Originally, Klaatu came down and he was kind of saying, ‘No 
more violence,’” Reeves explains. “It was a film born out of the 
Cold War, post-Second World War nuclear standoff. But this film is 
kind of oriented more about the Earth. It’s not environmental, but 
it’s kind of about the issue of the Earth. So, where the first was 
probably man against man, this is more man and nature, concerned 
with the way that we are being as humans now.” 

There was, however, an accessible, reassuring side to Rennie’s 
alien that may not be as evident in Keanu/Klaatu. Can we trust 
that this 2.0 version has humanity’s best interests at heart? 

“One of the lines is, ‘If the Earth dies you die, but if you die, the 
Earth survives,” he tells us. “I’m a friend to the Earth, and I’m a 
threat to the humans if they don’t change their ways.” 

And in case we don’t, Klaatu’s robo-sidekick is badder than ever. 
Not that Reeves ever got to play with his zap ray-spewing co-star 
during the film’s principal production in British Columbia. 

“We never really met; Gort’s computer-generated,” explains 
Reeves . “We wanted him to look similar to the original, but with 
a more organic feel.” 

All of which leads to an obvious question: Has Reeves jumped 
on the green bandwagon like many stars of his stature? His answer 
does little to dispel the enigma charge. 


“I’m pretty under the radar with charities and continued > 
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causes,” he explains. “It’s just not my way to be publicly involved 
with those kinds of things. I have a foundation and there are things 
going on there. But I tend to keep in the background.” 

Perhaps that has something to do with the personal nature of 
some of his causes. His sister Kim was diagnosed with leukemia in 
the 1990s, and Keanu has surely contributed to the fight against that 
disease. There has been worse tragedy in his life, too; a former girl- 
friend, Jennifer Syme, was killed in an auto accident a little more than 
a year after the couple’s daughter was stillborn. 

Understandably, Reeves doesn’t care to dwell on such things with 
the media. But he was genuinely surprised to hear that some think 
he’s opaque. 

“I don’t know. Really?” he says. “I don’t feel like I’m inaccessible. I 
feel pretty open, at least with the people I work with. But maybe 
because, in interviews and stuff, I’m not big on speaking about [my] 
personal life. I talk about how I feel about work and things like that, 
so maybe that creates the illusion of being...underrepresenting.” 

Reeves laughs. He evidently enjoys company and joking around. 
But the actor has obviously known what it means to be an outsider 
from an early age. After his American father abandoned the family, 
Reeves’ mom took them to Australia and New York before settling in 
Ontario, where young Keanu went through three stepfathers and 
four high schools. 

But that unsettled childhood also exposed him to many different 
types of people and lifestyles. So much so that, when he encountered 
prejudice for the first time, he didn’t know what to make of it. 

“I remember when I went to one high school, there were these 
racial and class issues and I was like, ‘What? What is that?’” he recalls. 
“So I really am glad to have the kind of perspective, especially com- 
ing from my youth and growing up with it, that didn’t include that. 
Racism is weird.” 

Sounds a little naive; but then, can there be a better attitude for 
any human being to have? All added up, Keanu Reeves is just like any 
other citizen of the world. 

And still a Canadian citizen, if you were wondering. Reeves has 
made a point of hanging onto his citizenship even though he hasn’t 
lived here in years. Besides, more important to his Canuck status 
than residency is the fact that he’s still into hockey. 

“I play net,” says the artist formerly known as The Wall for his 
teenage goalie skills. “I haven’t been in a league since the mid-’90s. 
But I play pickup and I’ll play some charity games once in awhile. So 
not much has changed.” 
(ONAL 
Bob Strauss lives in L.A. where he writes about movies and filmmakers. 
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KLAATU 


LIVES 


Even if you haven't seen the 
original [he Day the Earth 
Stood Still, the name of 

Keanu Reeves’ character in 
the film, Klaatu, may sound 
familiar. And that’s because In 
the half-century since the first 
film came out, the name 
Klaatu has been woven Into 
the fabric of pop culture. 


1. In 1976, four mysterious 
Canadian musicians named 
their psychedelic pop band 
Klaatu. They scored a few 
minor hits, and because they 
didn’t reveal their identities, 
a rumour spread that they 
were actually The Beatles 
re-united. They weren't. 

2. The alien creature Klaatu 
makes his first appearance 
in issue #136 (1971) of 
Marvel’s The Incredible 

Hulk Ilcomic book. 

3. Barack Obama supporters 
get into the act when they 
take a famous line from the 
film, “Klaatu barada nikto,” 
and adapt it for a campaign 
button that reads “Klaatu 
Barak Obama.” 

4. Ringo Starr dresses as 
Klaatu for the cover of his 
1974 album, Goodnight 
Vienna. 

5, Klaatu is the name of 
Jabba the Hutt’s servant, 
who appears in Star Wars 
Episode VI: Return 

of the Jedi. —IR 
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π΄ The Spirit’s evil genius Dr. Octopus 
(Samuel L. Jackson) and his 
lovely secretary Silken Floss 
(Scarlett Johansson) 


ides are all vamped 

up and starring in a comic book 
movie. Honestly, does The Spirit 
even need a plot? 


BY BOB STRAUSS 
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he comic books Frank Miller has written, and 
sometimes drawn, include such macho works 
as Batman: The Dark Knight Returns and 300. 
Now, in The Spirit, he has adapted and 
directed the signature character of another 
legendary cartoonist, Will Eisner, for the 
screen. And sure, the movie is about two 
strong men — a young detective named Denny Colt (played by 
Gabriel Macht) who returns from presumed death as The Spirit, a 
masked avenger out to save noirish Central City from evil genius 
The Octopus (Samuel L. Jackson). continued 
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Scarlett Johansson 
as Silken Floss 
Below: Eva Mendes 
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But if you’ve seen the film’s promotional campaign, you might 
have come to the same conclusion as some of The Spirit's stars: It’s 
really all about the dames. 

“Thank you, thank you!” says Eva Mendes, who plays The Spirit’s 
lifelong obsession, a sexy femme fatale named Sand Saref. “That’s 
what I see too, and I think Frank Miller’s really cool for that. There’s a 
whole bunch of us in there.” 

Scarlett Johansson’s Silken Floss is another. 

Johansson explains that her character only appears two or three 
times in Eisner’s original comic strips of the 1940s and ’50s, which 
allows her a great amount of ambiguity. “I guess, on the bad-good 
spectrum, she’s not good but better than bad,” Johansson says. 
“She’s kind of on The Spirit’s side; I mean, all of the characters are 
kind of grey, and that’s fine.” 

The shady ladies allowed Johansson and Mendes to take their 
performances way over the top. Mendes, who’s been carefully 
constructing a bad-girl image of late, with racy fashion shoots anda 
mysterious trip to a rehab retreat, slinks around the movie in skin- 
tight leather or, sometimes, wearing nothing at all. Meanwhile 
Johansson, who just married Canadian actor Ryan Reynolds and has 
been spending a lot of time as Woody Allen’s muse, gets to take her 
cerebral persona to fetish fantasy lengths that might make even 
the Woodman blush. 

Eisner filled his stories, which were distributed as newsprint 
supplements in Sunday papers, with vamps and vixens, and the 
movie is more than faithful to that motif. Aside from Johansson 
and Mendes, Sarah Paulson plays Dr. Ellen Dolan, the police 
commissioner’s daughter who is vital to The Spirit’s survival; Miller 
recruited Sin City star Jaime King to play the mesmerizing Lorelei Rox; 
Spain’s Paz Vega is dangerous French dancer Plaster of Paris; and 


[5] PHOTO BY JLM/SPLASH-KEYSTONE 


Canada’s own Stana Katic shows up as policewoman Morgenstern. 

Silken is probably the character that has been most transformed 
from Eisner’s incarnation — a nuclear physicist, we kid you not, in 
the comic, now The Octopus’ secretary in the film. 

“You don’t really know anything about her,” Johansson points out. 
“She was just this random character that Eisner probably drew after 
some woman he liked. I think Frank kind of took that and ran with it 
because it was a character that he could develop.... She’s very smart, 
very sexy, very savvy. She has a could-take-it-or-leave-it kind of 
attitude, too. It’s a great role, and Frank’s lines are real zingers. When 
it’s an insult it’s really low.” 

There’s a similar mystery surrounding Sand Saref, who, in the 
comics, was Denny Colt’s childhood friend and first love who comes 
back into The Spirit’s life bearing a load of criminal intent and mind- 
messing mixed signals. 

“How could you not be a Will Eisner fan?” Mendes asks 
rhetorically. “He’s one of the greatest. I love the character that he 
created and I play.... Talk about a dame, talk about a woman! He 
wrote her, what, in the ’40s? Frank really wanted to keep that kind of 
quality about her. Which I love, because those women back then 
were just pretty outrageous.” 

Eisner, who passed away in 2005 at age 87, was not just good at 
dreaming up sexy sirens. His strips were rich in innovations — light 
and shadow experiments, asymmetrical compositions and jigsaw 
panel designs that other artists didn’t pick up on until decades later. 

A comic book trendsetter in his own right, Miller shot this movie 
— his first solo directing effort — in the same manner as his first 
film, Sin City, which was based on his own hard-boiled graphic novel 
series and co-directed by Robert Rodriguez. Scenes were played on 
minimally dressed soundstages with blank green walls, while 
cityscapes and all other backgrounds were digitally added in post- 
production (Zack Snyder directed 300 in a similar manner; The Spirit 
now makes this the official Frank Miller movie style). 

The ladies weren’t sure they liked that, especially at first. 

“Everything was green screen,” Mendes recalls. “Everything! The 
first two days I was miserable. I was like, ‘I can’t do this.’ I study 
religiously. I study my craft all the time and my acting coach travels 
with me. But nothing could prepare me for this. I was like, this is so 
bizarre; if a desk wasn’t in the scene, it’s, like, not there. 

“But after a few days, I really started enjoying it because I could 
apply everything I had used in class. Not that I don’t anyway, but I 
could really apply it and it felt more like theatre in a sense. And then 
Frank Miller was actually cool enough to let me reshoot my first days’ 
scenes. After all, we were in the same location; same green screen! 
He said absolutely, and it was like night and day.” 

Johansson didn’t need such a big adjustment — but she’s still 
scratching her head a little. 

“I have scenes where I’m driving a big truck thing, and we had 
that on the stage,” she says. “There were props, tables with all kinds 
of scenery and everything on it. Then just surrounded by a big green 
thing; it was so, so weird.” 

But wonderful, apparently. 

“He’s such a visionary,” Johansson says of her director, “and he led 
us On an amazing journey. He sees each scene in his mind almost like 
a comic book, in these little boxes, in these little segments.” [ἢ 
{Π{{ΠΠ|||Π||||Π|||||||||||{||||{|||Π||||||{|||{|||{Π||Π||||||{||||{|||{|||{ΠΠ|{|||||||||{|||{Π||{Π||Π||{Π||{Π||{Π|||{Π|{Π|||{ΠΠ|{Π||Π| 
Bob Strauss lives in L.A. where he writes about movies and filmmakers. 
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the-radar 
celebrity 


Doa Google image Search for “Scarlett Johansson + 
Ryan Reynolds” and you'll find only a handful of shots of the 
beautiful couple together in the same place at the same time — 

a few snaps at an airport, one of Johansson getting onto the 

back of Reynolds’ motorcycle, this one outside an L.A. hotel in 
September 2007, seven months after they started dating. Most 
stories about the celebrity pair are accompanied by split-screen 
images — a pretty picture of her on one side, a handsome shot of 
him on the other, and a big line in between. 

Never before have we seen a celebrity couple so adept at 
eluding the media and avoiding attention. While it’s true that 
Reynolds, 31, and Johansson, 23, have spent much of their 
relationship working on separate movie sets thousands of miles 
apart, we think some credit must go to Reynolds’ understated 
Canadian disposition, no? 

Their wedding at a “remote wilderness resort” in British Columbia 
this past September may have been the least covered of any movie- 
star marriage in memory. And the run-up to the nuptials ? Well, 
there was none. No hints about expensive champagne being shipped 
by the carton, no massive tent set up in the woods, no fellow 
celebs sneaking into B.C. behind sunglasses and baseball caps. 

So congrats you crazy kids. Your prize is that your children will have 
dual citizenship and a chance of making it to adulthood intact. —MW 
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for dancing ($44, H&M). Pair it with a black top Cargo’s Boogie Nights Eye Pencil in Silver : ($390, Swarovski] in crystal is way 
fora festive look that’s comfortable without (Boogie Nights Collection : bigger than any diamond 


| ES TT being safe or boring. $18, Sephora]. : you could buy. 


sparkle and shine 
for the holidays 


BY LIZA HERZ 


ho can blame a girl if she wants to get all 
dressed up for a holiday party? 
We know that the little black dress is the 


fashion basic right now, and we’re grateful. It’s Notorious Eau de Parfum from Ralph Lauren The skyscraper scarlet heel makes this 
a terrific wardrobe staple, flattering and elegant, blends spices and florals with earthy musks Stuart Weitzman Peep-Toe Platform 
but maybe the tiniest bit ho-hum? It’s the holidays, for a lighter take on film noir glamour ($78 for ($378, Browns] party perfect. 
and we want to shine. How? Layer on the acces- 50 ml, department stores]. Just don’t walk too fast. 


sories. A waist-long necklace or towering platform 
shoe? Yes, please. God may be in the details, but the 
fun is in the accessories. Because really, how much 
can you love a little black dress? 
There are several ways to pull off this look. Go for 
layers of glitter like Liya Kebede does in this dress from 
Lanvin’s Fall 2008 collection (left). Our gold number from 
Mango (opposite page) is party-wear at its blingiest. Or just combine one festive piece with a 
more conservative one — like a brightly coloured skirt with a black top (we know you have at 
least one of those in your closet). For a more subdued look, add a hit of colour or shine to a black 
dress. If a red shoe is too much (hello, Dorothy!) how about that black number with a red heel? 
A little overenthusiasm with the sparkly makeup, well, that’s understandable too. A lot of 
eyeliner, mascara and some glitter pencil applied liberally. Too much? Not at night. 
Coco Chanel famously recommended taking one thing off before leaving the house to ensure 
that you don’t look overdone. But before a holiday party, ignore Coco and pile it on. Bracelets 
in multiples right up your arm, loops of pearls and a chunky ring (if it looks like it might have 


ae 


come from a gum machine, then it’s big enough). Moisturize to prevent flyaways and It sounds gimmicky, but Lancéme’s Oscillation : The gold paillettes on this 
Now’s the time to enjoy a bit of sartorial excess, because all this over-the-top sparkle (inspired keep your ‘do from drying out with Vibrating Mascara ($39, The Bay) coats and : Cream Dress ($200, Mango) 
by the carefree ’80s perhaps?) won't last forever. But until that sad day, you should really party Herbal Essences None of Your Frizzness dramatically curls your lashes. Get on the waiting ᾿ will cast a flattering glow on 


like it’s 1989. Happy holidays. Smoothing Leave-In Créme ($4, drugstores]. list now to get it in time for holiday parties. : your bared skin. 
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BY SCOTT GARDNER 


f you've ever wanted to be a homicidal alien invader with 

far-out mental powers and sci-fi weaponry — and who 

hasn't? — It’s time to head down the Path of the Furon. 

That Furon is Crypto, the big-headed, bug-eyed, tiny- 

bodied, gleefully violent invader from a distant galaxy 

who's been plaguing humanity since the original Destroy all 

Humans! game arrived in 2005. Or make that 1955. The first 

game was Set in the outwardly wholesome suburbs and 

fairgrounds of the Eisenhower era, and established the 

Series’ Style: irreverent, often laugh-out-loud humour 
Satirizing that sanitized decade, mixed with cartoonishly violent 
missions where Crypto disintegrated entire neighbourhoods with his 
Zap-o-Matic ray gun. 

This fourth adventure opens in the 1970s, with a semi-retired Crypto 
exercising his contempt for humanity in a terrible new way — by 
running a Las Vegas casino. It’s all groovy until a mysterious foe shows 
up, determined to annihilate the Furon Empire. Crypto’s only hope: 
track down the alien kung fu master who can help him unlock even 
greater (and more destructive} psychokinetic powers. 

With tongue firmly in cheek, the game lampoons the “me” decade's 
many foibles, from disco to kung fu to disaster movies, right down to 
the crowds of panicked (and polyester-clad] humans fleeing collapsing 
buildings. There’s also heavy-duty air combat between attack choppers 
and flying saucers, and a fresh crop of outlandish extraterrestrial 
weaponry like the Superballer, Tornadotron and Venus Human Trap. 

Ultimately, to attain enlightenment you must expand your mind, 
master time and space, and blow the living crap out of everything. 


RELEASE DATE: CEM Be ππττΤτΠΠΦἉΦ2ΖΦὋοΠἘΠΕ| π᾿ 
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If you’ve gotta be an alien, make it an evil one 


PS3, XBOX 360 


Prince of Persia 


History’s most agile warrior 
returns in a reboot of this classic 
action-platforming franchise, 
accompanied by the beautiful 
and deadly Elika — a dynamic 
Al companion capable of fully 
interacting with, and responding 
to, the player's actions in combat, 
acrobatics and puzzle-solving. 
Together they will cleanse their 
mythical Middle Eastern 
kingdom of an ancient evil. 


RELEASE DATE: τ 


Deadly Creatures 


In this odd third-person 
action-thriller, players 
control an armoured scorpion 
and a deadly tarantula, as 
the creepy-crawlies struggle 
to survive among even 
nastier creatures. And 
there’s a dark, film noir-esque 
mystery to unravel involving 
two human miscreants 
voiced by Billy Bob Thornton 
and Dennis Hopper. 
RELEASE DATE: 
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BIG MOVIES COMING TO THE SMALL SCREEN 


DECEMBER 2 


The Chronicles of Narnia: 
Prince Caspian 
STARS: 


STORY: The Pevensie kids return 
to Narnia a year after their initial 
adventure and find that 1,000 
years have passed in the 
alternate world. During that time 
the evil king Miraz has usurped 
the throne from the rightful heir, 
Prince Caspian, and the Pevensies 
must set things straight. 


Step Brothers 
STARS: 
DIRECTOR: 


STORY: After their parents get 
hitched, Brennan and Dale have 
to learn to get along, share a 
room and avoid being beaten 


James McAvoy gets taken for a ride by Angelina Jolie in Wanted 


up by neighbourhood bullies. 
The joke? Brennan [Ferrell] and 
Dale (Reilly) are middle-aged 
men. DVD Extras: extended and 
alternate scenes, Line-O-Rama, 
gag reel, ‘Boats Ἢ Hoes” music 
video, commentary track 


Wanted 
STARS: 


STORY: Mild-mannered office 
worker Wesley {McAvoy} learns 
that his estranged father is a 
professional assassin fora 
mysterious organization called 
The Fraternity. Or was. Dad was 
just killed and now The Fraternity 
— in particular, a gun-wielding 
talent named Fox (Jolie) — 
wants to train Wesley to take his 
place. DVD Extras: a two-disc set 
includes “Cast and Characters,” 
“Stunts on the L Train,” “The 
Origins of Wanted” 


The X-Files: 
| Want to Believe 
STARS: 


DIRECTOR: 

STORY: Trapped in a rehab facility 
for sex addicts, Fox Mulder... Oh 
no, wait. Fox Mulder (Duchovny) 
is pulled out of hiding to help 
the FBI, and his old partner 
Dana Scully (Anderson), find 
those responsible for the 
disappearance of a string of 
women. DVD Extras: extended 
version of the film, deleted 
scenes, gag reel, still galleries, 
collectibles, storyboards 


DECEMBER 9 


The Dark Knight 
STARS: 


STORY: Having already grossed 
more than $990,000,000 


BY MARNI WEISZ 


worldwide before even hitting 
DVD shelves, this little flick 
doesn't need your support. But 
rent it anyway, for Ledger's 
inspired turn as a maniacal 
Joker bent on returning 
Gotham to the crooks. 


Horton Hears a Who! 
VOICES: 
DIRECTORS: 


STORY: Two of Hollywood's top 
comedians team up to voice 
the Dr. Seuss classic about a 
sensitive elephant (Carrey] 
whose big ears pick up the 
voice of the Mayor of Whoville 
(Carell) that’s coming 

from a tiny speck of dust. 
DVD Extras: a two-disc set 
includes deleted footage, 
animation screen tests, 
“Bringing the Characters to 
Life,” interviews with cast and 
crew, We Are Here! game 


DECEMBER 16 


The Mummy; Tomb of 
the Dragon Emperor 
STARS: 

DIRECTOR: 

STORY: When adventurer 

Alex O’Connell (Luke Ford) 
inadvertently awakens a 
ruthless Chinese emperor 
(Li] from an eons-long sleep 
he has to ask his parents, 
Rick (Fraser) and Evelyn 
(Maria Bello), for help getting 
the situation under control. 
DVD Extras: deleted and 
extended scenes, “Preparing 
for Battle with Brendan Fraser 
and Jet Li,” “Creating New and 
Supernatural Worlds” 

All release dates are 
subject to change. 
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You can now buy your favourite DVDs 
from our extensive selection of new releases and all-time classics. 
Relive the excitement of the movies at home. 
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March 21 Ἃ April 20 

Your influence on people is 
unusually strong, so only 

make important suggestions, 
particularly after the full moon of 
the 12th. A position you thought 
was temporary shows signs of 
turning into a permanent gig. 


April 21 Ἃ May 22 
With the rest of the zodiac 
family distracted with holiday 
a business, you turn your mind 
‘<= to practical things. It’s a good 
month to advance your career. 
Avoid taking even small risks. 


May 23 Ἃ June 21 

Your way with words creates 

a buzz and can lead toa plum 
assignment. Someone wants 
you to make a commitment or 
long-term decision, and there 
are pros and cons to consider. 


June 22 Ἃ July 22 

Watch out for a tendency to 
show off. A modest, homey 
approach works best in every 
department — from cooking 

to public speaking. Expect to 
receive a last-minute invitation. 


Capricorn 
December 29, 1972 
Lewisham, London, England 


January 21 * February 19 

It's taken 11 months, but you're 
ready to make commitments and 
see things through to completion. 
You might want to look through 
personal stuff as you search for 
the right gift. One caution: avoid 
stretching the truth during the 
last week of the year. 


November 22 Ἃ December 22 
Someone you dealt with this 
year shows appreciation ina 
novel but significant way. New 
friends make demands on you— 
but avoid being impatient, 
especially after the 21st. 
Relatives surprise you with their 
generosity and also reveal 

a long-held family secret. 


July 23 Ἃ August 22 
You’re not going to change 
anyone's mind, so — for this 
month at least — agree to 
disagree. Interesting 
information arrives after the 
15th, but confirm it before 
passing it along. 


February 20 * March 20 
Pisces gains renown. Perhaps a 
piece of your writing is published, 
or you're rewarded for your role 
ina community-related activity. 
Check that you’re not being 
volunteered for too many holiday 
tasks. Wrap up the year with 

a long-range health plan. 


August 23 %& September 22 
Lessons learned now, especially 
from youngsters, will be of great 
value in 2009. You're more 
confident in your opinions, 

and, thanks to mutual honesty, 
an important friendship is 
strengthened. Spend more 

time on money matters. 


December 23 Ἃ January 20 
Be alert to possible conflicts 
before they erupt. Rather than 
avoiding unpleasant topics, get 
them out of the way before the 
holidays begin. Entrepreneurship 
is your Current strong sult. It’s 
an excellent time to network. 
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September 23 Ἃ October 22 
You have trouble getting through 
to someone. Iry anew approach, 
and be persistent. Avoid a late- 
month tendency to be too 
daring in everything from 
wardrobe to menus. You bring 
out the best in others —a 
quality that’s being noticed. 


October 23 Ἃ November 21 
December includes a major 
achievement in the area of 
communication. Messages you 
send out — verbal and written 
— have the right tone and bring 
results. Be proactive and avoid 
taking friendship, finances and 
health for granted. 


BIRTHDAYS 


ist: Bette Midler 

2nd: Lucy Liu 

rd: Julianne Moore 

4th: Marisa Tomei 

5th: Frankie Muniz 

6th: Tom Hulce 

7th: Ellen Burstyn 

8th: Kim Basinger 
9th: John Malkovich 

hn: Kenneth Branagh 

lth: Teri Garr 

12th: Jennifer Connelly 
3th: Jamie Foxx 

14th: Vanessa Hudgens 

15th: Adam Brody 

16th: Liv Ullmann 

17th: Bill Pullman 

18th: Brad Pitt 

19th: Jake Gyllenhaal 

20th: Jonah Hill 

Kiefer Sutherland 

22nc: Ralph Fiennes 

Susan Lucci 

24h: Ryan Seacrest 

25th: Sissy Spacek 

26th: Jared Leto 

27th: Gérard Depardieu 

h: Maggie Smith 

29th: Jude Law 

30th: Kristin Kreuk 

Sist: Ben Kingsley 
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VALUE. 
IT'S ONE OF OUR VALUES. 


- TAKE A MINUTE TOLEARN WHY 

em, TOYOTA VEHICLES AREN'T 
JUST AFFORDABLY PRICED, 
BUT GREAT VALUE TOO. 


For instance, take the Toyota Yaris. It’s a 
perfect example of what we mean when 
we say value’. Yes, the Yaris is certainly 
one of the most competitively priced 
cars in its class. But that’s really 
just the beginning. Like all Toyota 
vehicles, the Yaris is exceptionally 
well-built. Which means it helps 
keep maintenance costs down, and 
resale value up. And in keeping with 
our obsession with fuel-efficiency, 
the Yaris is very easy on gas — and 


as we all Know, using less fuel also 


2009 Yaris 


means you'll spend less 
money, especially these 
days. But the value of 


a car like the Yaris also 


comes through in the experience of actually 
getting behind the wheel and taking it on the 
road. It's simply fun to drive, an experience 
made all the more rewarding thanks 
to features that you don’t expect on 
such an affordable vehicle. Things 
like a great stereo system that plays 
MP3s, and adjustable tilt steering. 
It's hard to put a price on the feeling 
of driving a car that can actually make 
things better. But you can, with a Yaris. 
And when you consider everything 
you get when you Duy one, we 


think it's very good value indeed. 


TOYOTA.CA 


CG) TOYOTA 


make things better 


